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Scoggins Dam Retrofit – Potential New Downstream Dam 

March 2019: 

Clean Water Services (CWS) has decided to slow down and take more time to answer the questions 

asked by the Fish Passage Task Force in the February meeting. They will now submit a new fish passage 

waiver application sometime in the summer of 2019. We appreciate CWS taking additional time to 

answer the posed questions. TRK still plans to be highly involved in this project and will update the TRK 

family once the next public comment period is open.  

February 2019: 

Around 2004 Clean Water Services (CWS) and the Bureau of Reclamation (Bureau) started to 

contemplate raising the existing Scoggins Dam to increase the water supply for the next 50 years. When 

seismic testing was done on the existing dam it was discovered that the current dam is not stable and 

would require major modifications, beyond what was expected, to make it safe. At that time CWS and 

the Bureau discussed a potential new dam 2.89 miles below the existing dam as an alternative.  

Currently CWS and the Bureau are still working on deciding whether to raise the existing dam or to 

construct a new dam.   

In January of 2019 CWS and the Bureau applied for a waiver of fish passage for the potential new dam 

from the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW). This waiver would allow the applicants to do 

mitigation projects instead of providing fish passage for native migratory fish species including the 

threatened Winter Steelhead.  ODFW is tasked with deciding whether the proposed mitigation would 

provide a net benefit to the migratory fish. On February 7, 2019 TRK commented on the draft waiver 

arguing that the analysis was 1) premature since much is unknown about the project and 2) incomplete 

since it did not consider the habitat above the existing dam.   

The draft fish passage waiver went to the Fish Passage Task Force for contemplation on February 15, 

2019. TRK staff attended the meeting and provided testimony focusing on the insufficiency of the net 

benefit analysis. Our voice was heard and the Task Force has asked the applicants to redo the net 

benefits analysis to address the unanswered questions raised by our comments and others. A new 

analysis will be before the Task Force in April 2019. TRK plans to stay highly involved with this process 

and will provide the TRK family with updates and opportunities to voice their concerns as the project 

moves forward.   

 


