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 Clean Water Services Storm-water Standards Update as of February 2019 

Stormwater runoff has numerous negative impacts on waterways such as the Tualatin River and its 

tributaries. Pollutants such as oil, grease, and other chemicals can be picked up off of impervious 

surfaces by rainfall and flow directly into waterways. Additionally, stormwater flows at a faster rate and 

volume the more impervious surface there is. Usually vegetation slows down the water so the more 

hard surfaces there are the less the flows are slowed on its path to a waterway. These high volume and 

faster flows eat away at the stream banks and causes down-cutting and landslide like conditions; these 

impacts are called hydromodification.  

Under Clean Water Services (CWS) Clean Water Act permit they are required to implement a program to 

address both water quality impacts and hydromodification impacts from stormwater. These impacts are 

mostly addressed through the design and construction standards for new and redevelopment. These 

standards apply to any development or redevelopment that occurs in CWS’s jurisdictional area. If a 

project is creating or modifying 1,000 square feet of impervious surface then the project must meet the 

stormwater standards both for water quality and hydromodification.   

Given the scope of the stormwater program, the permit allowed CWS to implement the needed 

standards in stages. A program to deal with the water quality impacts has already been added to the 

design and construction standards. CWS is currently working on adding a program to deal with the 

hydromodification impacts. In January of 2019 CWS released a draft methodology which laid out tools 

developers could use based on the size of the project and the risk to the stream which would be 

receiving the storm-water.  That initial methodology was shared with the public and TRK provided 

feedback on that draft.  

On February 14, 2019 CWS released a draft design and construction standards update which 

incorporates the draft methodology developed to address hydromodification impacts.  TRK will be 

looking at the draft and providing feedback with the intention of making the standards as effective and 

protective of waterways as possible.  

 

 

 

 

 

  


